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¾Building sustainable communities in early 

childhood education in Aotearoa  

¾Some illustrations of early childhood praxis 

from a recent NZ Teaching and Learning 

Research Initiative funded study (full report 

available at: 

http://www.tlri.org.nz/sites/default/files/a

-project -pdfs/9260-Ritchie/9260 -

finalreport.pdf . 
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¾ Grounded in a range of interconnected discourses, 
various underpinning values and goals (social, 
emotional, political)  

¾ All underpinned by relationality  - respect and 
connection  

¾ Participatory democracy (Dewey in Cuffaro, 1995) 

¾ Discourses of care (Noddings, 2005) 

¾ Communities of practice (Edwards, 2006); 
communities of learners, valuing belonging and 
contribution  

¾ Discourses of inclusion, valuing diversity and 
difference ( Wisneski & Goldstein, 2004) 

¾Whanaungatanga (Ritchie & Rau, 2006a, 2006b) 

 



¾Relational, cultural, linguistic, economic 
and ecological sustainabilities  

¾Communities in transition beyond historic 
patterns of colonisation and inequity 
towards respectful relationalities  (Haig-
Brown & Dannenmann, 2002) 

¾Ecological imperative for sustainability ð 
climate crisis, resource depletion and 
inequitable distribution, species 
extinction, deterioration of natural 
spaces, wars, nuclear armaments é 



 

¾ Respect Earth and 
life and all its 
diversity  

¾ Care for the 
community of life 
with understanding, 
compassion, and 
love  

¾ Build democratic 
societies that are 
just, participatory, 
sustainable, and 
peaceful  

¾ Secure Earthõs 
bounty for present 
and future 
generations  

¾ (cited in Greenwood, Manteaw 
& Smith, 2009, p. 96)  

 



 

¾ Children (three to eight years 

old) often included the natural 

world in their illustrations of 

what they valued and wished 

for.  

¾ There were often images of the 

outside worlds in which there 

were birds in the sky, flowers 

blooming, and trees and grass 

growing.  

¾ These childrenõs enjoyment of 

animals was also apparent (Mac 

Naughton, Smith, & Lawrence, 

2003, p. 51) 

 T. gently holds a butterfly on his hand telling us 
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(Raglan Childcare and Education Centre) 


