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Presentation draws from PhD:  
Weaving the threads of education for sustainability 
and outdoor education 
 
Research Methodology: 
ωEmancipatory and participatory action research. 
ωInvolved staff and students. 
ωConcerned with empirical, structural and 
political reflection and action (Chapman, 2004; 
and Cardno & Piggot-Irvine, 1994). 

 



The action research project: 

ωAimed to develop practical outcomes to improve 
education for sustainability in a bachelor degree 
programme. 

ωWas concerned with the development of 
individual and group identities relating to 
sustainability and their role in organisational 
change. 



Who am I? 

Who are you? 

Who are we? 

Who are they? 

Order and 
.ǳŦŦŜǊΧ 

bƻǘ ǎǘŀǘƛŎ Χ ǿŜ 
(individuals and 
communities) 
work on our 
identities  



"The identity work that people do is 

not most usefully understood as 

primarily an 'internal' self -focused 

process.   

Instead, it is better understood as a 

coming together of inward / internal 

self-reflection and outward / external 

engagement - through talk and action 

- with various discursively available 

social identities."   (Watson, 2008) 



Our actions define our identity at any particular 
ǘƛƳŜΧΦ 
 
ÅCheyenne dog soldiers ς where is your 
picket?  What would you defend? 
 
ÅTibetan monks ς what are your stones you 
rebuild no matter how often they are knocked 
down?  

 
Action projects allow students time and space to 
explore who they are and who they could be. 










